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ITALIAN DESIGN 
FROM HOMES  

TO YACHTS
Enrico Poluzzi joins us on the seas to share how his Italian heritage 

has shaped how he marries classic with contemporary design

I talian architect, Enrico Poluzzi, 
came to Australia six years ago 
with his wife, who naturally 
works for a luxury Italian sports 

car manufacturer. Since arriving on the 
FRXQWU\¶V�RFHDQ�ERXQG�VKRUHV��KLV�SUDFWLFH�
has developed more and more away from 
residential projects towards the design of 
superyachts, and in particular superyacht 
interiors. He tells us how this has come 
DERXW��DQG�ZK\�DV�DQ�DUFKLWHFW�DQG�GHVLJQHU�
KH�LV�OXFN\�WR�KDYH�EHHQ�ERUQ�,WDOLDQ�

³5HVLGHQWLDO�DUFKLWHFWXUH�ZDV�WKH�
EHJLQQLQJ�RI�ERDW�GHVLJQ�EHFDXVH�ZH¶UH�
VSHDNLQJ�DERXW�ELJ�GLPHQVLRQV��D�JUHDW�
ELJ�VKDSH��RYHU�������PHWUHV��,W¶V�QRW�
so far from a residential villa. The first 
opportunity I had in Italy, where I was 
originally known more for my residential 
work, was for a client for whom I had 
designed a villa just like a castle. This client 
ZDV�SDVVLRQDWH�DERXW�ERDWV��DQG�GHFLGHG�WR�

UHDOLVH�D�RQH�RII�ERDW�EXLOG�LQ�WKH�VKLS\DUGV�
in Termoli in Puglia.

³6R��ZLWK�D�WHDP�RI�DHUR�HQJLQHHUV��
we discussed the requirements and we 
RUJDQLVHG�WKH�VKDSH�RI�WKH�ERDW��,�GHVLJQHG�
WKH�UHDU�VWUXFWXUH�ZLWK�VHPL�FLUFXODU�VWDLUV�
and all the interiors. In the end, the result 
LV�QRW�VR�IDU�IURP�D�YLOOD��2EYLRXVO\��LW¶V�D�
YLOOD�RQ�WKH�VHD�DQG�QRW�RQ�WKH�JURXQG�EXW�
LW¶V�QRW�VR�IDU�IURP�WKLV��,W¶V�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�
to have the same look, the same situation, 
FRPIRUW��DWPRVSKHUH��,W¶V�D�YHU\�LQWHUHVWLQJ�
concept. 

³7KDW�ZDV�P\�ILUVW�RFFDVLRQ�WR�ZRUN�
in this area and I decided then to deepen 
WKH�H[SHULHQFH��1RZ��DIWHU�DERXW�WKH�
WZHQWLHWK�ERDW��,�KDYH�WKH�NQRZOHGJH�WR�
understand all the structural and technical 
SUREOHPV�W\SLFDO�RI�D�OX[XU\�ERDW��7KLV�OHG�
WR�FRPPLVVLRQV�QRW�RQO\�IRU�ELJ�ERDWV�EXW�
DOVR�IRU�PDVV�SURGXFWLRQ�ERDWV�EHWZHHQ�
������IHHW�
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³)RU�ELJ�ERDWV��LW¶V�DEVROXWHO\�LPSRUWDQW�
to have a good relationship with the owner 
and to discuss with them their interests, 
and the end result we are trying to achieve, 
DQG�WKHQ�WR�SURYLGH�WKH�EHVW�SRVVLEOH�
RXWFRPH��)RU�VHPL�FXVWRP�SURMHFWV��LW¶V�
SRVVLEOH�WR�UHDOLVH�GLIIHUHQW�SDFNDJHV�
offering different kinds of concepts. After 
a client makes his choice on a package, we 
can still adapt to even more customisations. 

³,�WKLQN�LW¶V�D�YHU\�VSHFLDO�WKLQJ�WR�EH�
ERUQ�LQ�,WDO\��EHFDXVH�RQH�FRQWLQXDOO\�
lives inside and alongside architecture or 
design, and not only new contemporary 
DUFKLWHFWXUH�EXW�IURP�LWV�HDUOLHVW�
EHJLQQLQJV��,Q�XQLYHUVLW\��,�VWXGLHG�UHDOO\�
interesting and amazing topics: the very 
EHVW�SRVVLEOH�LQ�FODVVLFDO�DUFKLWHFWXUH��WKH�
5HQDLVVDQFH��3DOODGLR�RU�RWKHU�DUFKLWHFWV��
This means I can look at something 
FRPSOHWHO\�LQQRYDWLYHO\�EXW�ZLWK�D�FODVVLFDO�
touch and imagine something new with 
GHVLJQ��,W¶V�D�GLIIHUHQW�ZD\�RI�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�
EHFDXVH�ZH�ORRN�DW�FODVVLFDO�DUFKLWHFWXUH��
EXW�ZLWK�D�QHZ�GHVLJQ�IRUP��DQG�D�QHZ�
design proposal.

³9LWUXYLXV�ZDV�UHDOO\�WKH�ILUVW�DUFKLWHFW�
in all the world of architecture and he 
FRPSOHWHG�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�ERRN�DERXW�WKH�
VWRU\�RI�DUFKLWHFWXUH�ă�OLNH�D�PDQXDO�ă�DQG�
WKLV�EHFDPH�D�OLJKWKRXVH�IRU�DUFKLWHFWXUH�
LQ�WKH�5HQDLVVDQFH��/HRQDUGR�ZDV�D�JUHDW�
GHVLJQHU�EHFDXVH�KH�KDG�DQ�LQFUHGLEOH�
intuition for shapes; he was innovative in 
everything he designed. 

³)URP�WKH�FODVVLFDO�WR�WKH�
FRQWHPSRUDU\��LW¶V�HDV\�IRU�,WDOLDQ�
designers raised in the last century to 
SURYLGH�WKH�EHVW�GHVLJQ�SRVVLEOH�DOO�WKH�
world over, and that this design is not only 
a contemporary rationalism, there is a 
new kind of way to look at architecture 
ZKHWKHU�WKLV�EH�LQWHULRUV�RU�ERDWV��,�WKLQN�
LW¶V�FRPHV�QDWXUDOO\�EHFDXVH�LW¶V�LQ�WKH�
EORRG��

³$OWKRXJK�,�ORRN�WR�WKH�,WDOLDQ�JUHDWV��
Palladio, or more recently Gio Ponti 
RU�0DUFHOOR�3LDFHQWLQL��)UDQN�/OR\G�
Wright, is for me the ultimate. While 
studying, I had occasion to visit his works 
in the United States and he has a great, 
LQFUHGLEOH�LPDJLQDWLRQ��+H�LPDJLQHG�
DQG�GHVLJQHG�DQG�FRPSOHWHG�EXLOGLQJV�
LQ������WKDW�VWLOO�ORRN�FRQWHPSRUDU\��
There is an evolution and something new 
LQ�HYHU\WKLQJ�KH�GLG�EXW�ZLWK�LQFUHGLEOH��
VWURQJ�DQG�DOZD\V�QHZ�LGHDV��)RU�PH��WKH�
EHVW�GHVLJQ�SRVVLEOH�LV�RQH�WKDW�LV�WLPHOHVV�

³%XW�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��LW¶V�QHFHVVDU\� 
to understand and listen for what an 
owner is seeking in his ideas, his needs, 
DQG�KLV�ZD\�RI�OLYLQJ��,W¶V�LPSRUWDQW�WR�
IROORZ�JRRG�GHVLJQ�EXW�PDWFK�LW�WR�WKH�
RZQHU�DQG�WKH�ILQDO�FXVWRPHU��EHFDXVH� 
he is the one who lives inside my 
SURMHFW��)RU�PH��WKH�VW\OH�RI�DQ\�GHVLJQ�
is matching the classical experience 
EXW�DFWXDOLVLQJ�WKLV�LQ�FRQWHPSRUDU\�
forms without any extras that only last a 
PRPHQW�DQG�QRW�IRUHYHU�́ �
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